
Villa Park Elementary 

BOBCAT NEWS 
A monthly publication of the Villa Park Elementary Home & School League 

Villa Park Elementary  ● 10551 Center Drive, Villa Park, CA 92861  ●  714-997-6281  ●   www.vpe-hsl.org 

Principal’s Message 

 

Who Will my 
Teacher Be next 
Year? 
 

By Mrs. Little 

 

It’s hard to believe that May has ar-
rived! As the end of the school year 
approaches, parents often begin to 
think, even worry, about the next 
school year.  Top among parents’ con-
cerns is their child’s class assignment 
for next year. Happily, this is one wor-
ry you can cross of your list.  

We got this! Consider the following: 

1. We engage in a holistic class 
placement process- 

 
Like you, we share the goal of happy 
successful students.  To that end, we 
consider carefully the academic per-
formance and social emotional needs 
of each child. We also look at the 
make-up of each class as a whole in 
terms of student interactions, special 
needs, instructional groupings, special 
strengths of each teacher, and even 
the distribution of boys and 
girls.  Class formation is a team effort 
and includes current teachers, the ad-
ministrator, and our educational sup-
port specialists using all information 
available. 

 
2. Every teacher has something to 
offer- 
 
We are very fortunate to have a highly 
qualified and dedicated staff at Villa 
Park Elementary. Many times parents 
develop an impression based on previ-
ous experience, or what they have 
heard from other families, that one 
teacher at a grade level is the right 
teacher for their child. We ask all fam-
ilies to keep an open mind in this area, 
knowing that each and every teacher 
here at VPE brings a unique combina-
tion of skills and teaching style that 
will benefit our students. It is not a 
question of finding the “one best” 
teacher at a grade level for your child, 
but supporting your child in learning 
from the style and strengths that each 
teacher offers and keeping open the 
lines of communication with your 
child’s teacher. Adapting to a variety 
of teaching styles and personalities 
during the elementary school years 
will help your child to be ready for 
secondary school, and you may just be 
surprised at the strengths you see 
blooming where you least expected 
them. 
 
3. We take your input into consid-
eration- 
 
Although we do not take requests for 
specific teachers, we do value your 
input as we make classes.  Look for a 
parent input form at the end of May 
that will allow you to share particular 
considerations you want to be sure we 
know about as we make class place-
ments.   The fuller picture we have of 
the needs of all students the more ef-
fective our process will be for all. 
 
Looking forward to an amazing 
2018-2019 school year! 

May 8, 2018 

Upcoming Events: 
5/7-5/18: SBAC Testing 

5/7-5/11: Teacher Appreciation Week 

5/9:  College Spirit Day 

5/11:  Bobcat Spirit Day 

5/16:  Patriotic Spirit Day 

5/18: Kinder Science On The Go  

 Bobcat Spirit Day 

5/23: VAPA Showcase 8:00am 

 2nd Grade - Heroes Museum 

5/24: 4th Grade - Recorder Pres. 

 Coffee w/Principal 8:30am 

5/25:  Bobcat Spirit Day 

 Student of the Month 8:00am 

 Street Beat Assembly 10:30am 

 STEM Challenge 1:00pm 

5/28:  No School - Memorial Day 

5/29: Book Fair - Lunch & After Sch. 

 Community Reception 5:30pm 

 Bell Dedication 6:00pm 

 H&SL Meeting 6:15pm 

 Open House 6:30pm 

5/30: Book Fair - Lunch & After Sch. 

 VAPA - Last Day 

5/31:  Book Fair - Lunch & After Sch. 

 

Home & School League Meeting 
Tues. May 29, 2018 Open House 
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FOUNDATION GAMES 
 
 
 
 

 
VPE brought home top honors once again at the 13th Annual Foundation Games held April 

20-21st at Fred Kelly Stadium. With 154 registered student athletes representing VPE, our 
team scored a whopping 469 total points to take home the large school trophy for the third 

year in a row. Our athletes trained hard the two months leading up to the Games, participating 
in morning circuit training sessions, lunch recess practices, weekend trail runs, and track 

workouts.  
 

Congratulations to all our fabulous athletes and a huge thank you to all the parent volunteers 
who made this season our best one yet!  

 
A special thanks to Sarah Jarrell for all she has done for the Foundation Games and VPE. She 

will not be here next year and our school will surely miss her!  
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5th Grade & H&SL Fundraising 

     

 

 

 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISING 

May 11 - Holiday Skate Party 3:30 - 5:30 

May 22 - Wahoo's restaurant night   

  
VPE will participate in staffing and selling firework 
vouchers for the VPHS PFSO Firework booth again this 
year!  
 
The Booth will be located on Taft in front of VPHS.  
 
Merchandise vouchers in increments of $20 will be sold 
in advance and can be redeemed at our booth on Taft, 
June 30th-July 4th. For every $20 voucher VPE sells, our 
VP H&SL will get back $10!  
 
VPE will have the opportunity to fill 14 shifts at the 
booth. For every shift VPE fills, our H&SL will make a 
percentage of the booth sales.  
 
Please be on the lookout for voucher sales and shift sign-
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More Lunch Carts! 
The VPE Dads & Kids were very busy this past month delivering three more lunch carts to classrooms.  Mrs. Johnson’s 
first grade got a bright red University of Wisconsin cart.  This super-cool Badger wagon was a joint effort by Chris Kim & 
son Jasper, Erik Malek & son Chris and David Mistofsky & son Hunter.  Great work Team Johnson!    Also delivered in 
April was the Tombrello / Stillwell 2nd Grade Bobcats Rock lunch cart.  This cart was excellently crafted by Norm & 
Gainge McGrane.  Looking Sharp!  And then last,  The Cal State Fullerton / Loyd’s Lunch Express was delivered to Ms. 
Loyds 4th grade class.  This cart was done by Mark Kuli with his son John.  To all the Dads & Kids that took the time and 
made these upgraded lunch carts this school year-  THANK YOU!   You work will be appreciated for years and years. 
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Camp Bobcat is less than a month away on June 1st 
The sign-up form & event information is included in this Bobcat News.   This is the one event that Dads & kids annually 
look forward to, so get the tent and sleeping bags ready! 
 
Old School Bell Will Ring Again! 
On Tuesday, May 29th, just before our VPE Open House we will be having a special ceremony to celebrate the unveiling 

of the monument in the center of our quad.  The nearly 100-year-old bell has been saved from the demolition of the old 

school and carefully restored by the maintenance staff OUSD.  There is a com-

munity-wide ceremony to dedicate this new monument and we hope all past 

and present Bobcats will join us. 

Dads Club Continued... 
 
 
VPE Dads Get It Done At Carnival 
The 2018 Carnival was super awesome once again.   Special thanks to so many of our VPE Dads who tirelessly 
worked to set-up before, sell tickets during & clean up after.  I know I’m probably missing a few names (Sorry), but I 
still want to call out these guys for sure for their super assistance … Mike Christie, Ryan Dierking, Jeff Erickson, Vic-
tor Flynn, Alfred Gonzalez, Eric Handorf, Jack Jessen, Eric Malek, Jody Maguire, Norm McGrane, Richard O’Neill, 
Jeff Simons, William Tran, Mike Urbanski, & Jordan Wu.   This carnival is such a whole VPE community event  and 
shows why it’s always great to be a Bobcat! 
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ART MASTERS 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     A Big THANK YOU to VPE Dad's 

Club, VPHS & CV Honor Society Volunteers, R.W.B. Party Props, Jeff Simons 
(MC for the night!),  Mike Knowles from the City of Villa Park, VPE Room 
Parents, and VPE H&SL Executive Board Members for helping to make the 
"Fabulous 50's" Annual School Carnival such a great event for our Bobcats!  

In April, Art Masters completed its last 
project for the school year. This year 
students learned about a variety of art-
ists and created renditions of Frederic 
Remington quest to capture America’s 
Old West through art, Henri Matisse’s 
brilliantly colored cut-outs, Georgia 
O’Keeffe’s use of tints and the element 
of scale, Mary Cassatt’s technique of 
studio pastels to create portraits, Mas-
ters of Asian Brushwork’s Sumi-E tech-
nique to create a bamboo composition 
and Marc Chagall’s use of color, com-
position, pattern, shape and sight to 
create an enchanted village. Some art 
projects were sent home during the 
school year and if not, look for them in 
your child’s Art Masters folder at Open 
House. Art Masters first project for the 
next school year will begin in Septem-
ber. Have a great summer! 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Summer reading: Mrs. O’Dowd is getting summer reading 
packs ready. They will be packs of about 10 or so books to 
read over summer break. The packs will be checked out first 
come first serve. A deposit will be required to take the 
books home over the break. The packs will be pre packed 
by Lexile with a variety of genres, yes they will be reading 
counts. 

Maker Space: 

Maker Club has a great following, many students are enjoy-
ing the freedom and creativity of Makers club. We also have 
several students completing class projects with the supplies 
and tools in the Maker Space. Jr Makers club has done sev-
eral fun projects activates and remains to be popular. Pro-
jects include catapults, rockets and a bottle flipping experi-
ment. We have many great things planned for our enthusias-
tic students in Jr. Maker Club. 

We are always looking for supplies for maker space. Most of 
the supplies are very basic recyclable items, you would be 
amazed what the students can do with these things. Items 
we are always looking for: egg cartons, plastic Easter eggs, 
clothespins, wrapping/toilet/paper towel tubes, felt, fabric, 
marbles, crayons, glue sticks and tacky glue. We can make 
use of anything so please keep us in mind. In the past we 
have made things with foam packing, paint chips, cups etc. 

Thank you very much, any questions please contact: 

Mrs. O’Dowd  godowd@orangeusd.org 
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Presidents Message 
So, who is counting down until June 14th ?  
 
Wow, this year has gone by in a flash! What a year of growth and fun memories for all of our students at VPE. We are 
almost at the finish line, let’s finish strong!  
 

CARNIVAL: 
This past month, we finally got to have our carnival and silent auction. The postponement was disappointing but paved 
the way for a great evening of games, food and fun for our families on April 13th. The carnival is made possible by our 
amazing volunteer, Kari Christie, who takes the lead with the help of Dad’s Club volunteers and very generous dona-
tions from Donna Czekalski and her company RWB. The props were amazing and really gave us a great feel for the 50’s 
theme. Another thank you to those that volunteered to help with set up and any thing that came up. Julie Krodel, thank 
you for spearheading our silent auction, which was a great success. We also want to thank Kristina Peterson and family 
for providing many of our awesome silent auction items. Erin Flynn and Kim Barks-Finamore for facilitating our first 
ever wine grab! And, all of the Cerro Villa and VPHS volunteers that make it possible for our parents to also enjoy the 
carnival. Much love and appreciation to ALL the volunteers that make our annual carnival a success.  
 

FOUNDATION GAMES:  
Coach Sarah Jarrell. VPE athletes. Need I say more? Can you say AMAZING?! Once again, Sarah Jarrell and her track 
volunteers prepared our athletes for total domination! Congratulations to all of our athletes, coaches and volunteers for 
helping to bring home, AGAIN, the 1st place trophy for the large school elementary division. This is our 3rd year in a 
row placing #1! Our track program would be non-existent if it weren’t for the passion, vision and efforts of our beloved 
Coach Jarrell. Thank you Sarah for leading our track program for the past 6 years. You have truly built a foundation of 
success and opportunity for every student at VPE and we appreciate you! We wish you the best Coach Jarrell as you 
take on new adventures next year!  
 

SPRING DONATION:  
Spring donation drive is going strong! Thank you all for your continued support of VPE and our efforts to go above 
and beyond to make improvements on our campus. We will be reporting on final numbers soon! Thank you Erin Flynn 
and Kim Barks-Finamore for making our spring donation drive a success. 
 
Teachers and staff at VPE, we appreciate you! We look forward to a week of showing our appreciation for all that you 
bring to VPE. As always, thank 
you for your continued support 

of 
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Contact Us 
 

The Bobcat News is the monthly publication for families and students of Villa Park Elementary from the 
VPE H&SL, the non-profit parent group for our school. 

 
To report absences, please call operation concern at 714-538-9710 

 
  -  Kindergarten to 3rd Grade: 8:00 am - 2:05 pm (12:15-1:00 pm lunch) 
  -  4th Grade to 6th Grade:  8:00 am - 2:20 pm (11:45 - 12:30 pm lunch) 
  -  Every Wednesday: K - 6th Grade: 8:00 am - 12:15 pm  
 

Principal: Raeanne Little rlittle@orangeusd.org 
President: Michelle Gonzalez president@vpe-hsl.org 

Stay up-to-date: 
 
 
 
 
 

Villa Park Elementary H&SL www.vpe-hsl.org @VPE_HSL 

 
 

 


